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re-established our priorities so that we 
could be closer to those in need: from 
children who could no longer go to school 
and families left without a steady income, 
to the sick and lonely elderly, who were, 
for several weeks, sentenced to solitary 
confinement and exposed to Covid-19. 
With the priceless support of our partners, 
we mobilized in an action like never before. 
According to the basic principle of our 
organization - Live United - together we 
have found quick solutions to support the 
community. We helped the communities 
most affected by the global pandemic and 
the economic downturn, making sure they 
received the assistance and support they 
needed. We provided protective masks and 
disinfectants, daily food, medicines, and 
hygiene products, as well as emotional 
support; we donated tablets, laptops and 
ensured vulnerable children with internet 
access.
In 2020, with the help of over 100 
companies, 3.500 individual donors, 
37 major donors and 259 volunteers, 
we managed to support almost 11.500 
people. Children and young people, 

families and the elderly who face social 
problems – educational, of health, or of 
economic nature - and teachers. In such a 
difficult period, we infinitely appreciate the 
involvement of each person and company. 
Even though this economic crisis has left 
deep traces, our partners - old and new - 
have found ways to support us and remain 
by our side. Without this help, our mission 
would not be possible. 
Therefore, we thank you!
Looking ahead, we are preparing for a long 
and difficult reconstruction process. In 
the next period we will continue the online 
education projects already started, we will 
stand by the parents and pedagogues who 
must keep up with the new normality in 
schools, we will respond to the needs of the 
elderly who need help and we will start new 
projects for the community.
We know that together we will make a real, 
positive difference in the lives of people 
who need help. On the other side of this 
crisis lays the opportunity to build a future 
for the communities we support, in which 
each member has the hope of a better life.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear friends, 
2020 will go down in history as a year of 
great changes. A turning point, in which the 
health crisis, transformed into an economic 
and social crisis, affected the whole society 
at a level that our generation has never 
encountered before.
None of us expected and was not prepared 
for the events of Spring 2020. If for those 
with an average standard of living the 
pandemic crisis has brought worries and 
fear, for people in vulnerable environments, 
exposed to poverty and health problems, 

it brought a great concern for tomorrow. 
World Bank statistics show that by 2020, 
the crisis has pushed about 124 million 
people into extreme poverty. It is an 
unprecedented figure. 
United Way Romania has always 
supported and will continue to support 
disadvantaged communities. During this 
unpredictable year, we reacted quickly and 
have constantly adapted to the changes 
brought about by the crisis. We immediately 
identified the essential needs of vulnerable 
people in the communities we help and 

Vladimir Kalinov, President Adriana Dobrea, Executive Director
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Vice-președinte
Ramona Jurubiță - Country Managing 
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Members of the Board of Directors 
Ioana Hațegan - Managing Partner, Hațegan 
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Radu Florescu - CEO South East Europe, 
Centrade-Cheil
Peter Weiss - Board member, Aegean Baltic 
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Ciprian Lăduncă - Managing Partner, LCL
Fady Chreih - CEO, Regina Maria
Marian Dinu - Country Managing Partner, 
DLA Piper
Gladys Abankwa-Meier-Klodt - Former 
President of the International Women’s 
Association of Bucharest, Author 
Adrian Mihai - Managing Partner, Fan 
Courier
Dan Ștefan - Managing Partner, Autonom

Former members of the United Way 
Romania Board of Directors:
Steven van Groningen, Anca Harasim, 
Marialaura Ciampoli, Ileana Farmache, 
Lynn Wells, Radu Enache, Dana Deac, 
Cristina Dăianu, Kurt Strohmayer, 
Dan Ionescu, Cristina Simion, Pascal 
Henssen, H.E.Philippe Beaulne, Jeri 
Guthrie-Corn, Mihai Tudor, Gary Whitlie, 
Linda Griffin, Yorgos Ioannidis, Nicoleta 
Gavrilă, Ruxandra Dumitrașcu, Rangam 
Bir, Bill Bowman, Victor Geus, Stefanos 
Theocharopoulos, Șerban Toader, Joanne 
Lemay, Remi Vrignaud, Andrei Caramitru, 
Sorin Mîndruțescu, Mari Kano Klemm, 
Andre Vivan da Silva, Călin Avram, Lidia Fați, 
Mariana Gheorghe and Andrei Pogonaru. 

United Way Romania is an independent 
Romanian foundation, affiliated with 
United Way Worldwide. Since 2004, United 
Way Romania has been supporting social 
programs and initiatives that improve the 
lives of children, adults and the elderly in 
difficulty. 

The organization's activity focuses on the 
three directions that lay the foundation of a 
prosperous community: 
	■ access to a quality EDUCATION; 
	■ good HEALTH services;
	■ a sufficient INCOME to support a family. 

We are all affected, directly or indirectly, by 
the fate of our fellow men. And each of us 
has something to gain when a child finishes 
school well, when an adult finds a job that 
ensures the livelihood of his family or when 
as many people as possible can access 
quality medical services.

VISION
UWRo's vision is of strong, supportive 
communities committed to helping people 
reach their potential.

MISSION
Our mission is to improve the quality of 
life in our communities through individual 
giving, corporate giving, and volunteerism.

HOW WE ACT: 
	■ we develop educational, health and 

integration programs for disadvantaged 
people in Romania, so that they can have 
a better life;

	■ we involve as many partners as possible - 
organizations, companies, institutions and 
private individuals in social responsibility, 
philanthropy and volunteering activities;

	■ we contribute to the strengthening and 
consolidation of the Romanian civil 
society, especially of the social services 
provided by NGOs;

	■ we support government institutions 
in their efforts to build prosperous 
communities;

	■ we apply and promote transparency and 
professionalism.

COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD DURING YEAR 2020 ABOUT US

VISION & MISSION
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CARING FOR PEOPLE: 
We mobilize communities to change lives 
and create a better society.

INTEGRITY:
The integrity and credibility of every 
employee of the organization, members of 
management, volunteers and beneficiaries 
are essential to the strength and success of 
our organization.

TRANSPARENCY:
We are open, transparent and accountable 
in everything we do.

RESPONSIBILITY:
We take responsibility to improve the lives 
of those in the community we belong to 
and, in particular, of those in need.

EFFICIENCY:
	■ We achieve a real impact in the 

community, responding effectively to the 
most pressing issues and supporting the 
most vulnerable groups.

	■ We apply, as well as we promote 
the policies of transparency and 
professionalism.

United Way is the largest private nonprofit 
in the world and annually improves the lives 
of 61 million people, with the help of 2,8 
million volunteers and 9,6 million donors 
contributing 4,8 billion dollars. 
The organization is present in almost 1.800 
communities in over 40 countries and 
territories around the world. Every year, 
United Way partner companies and their 
employees, donors and volunteers, help 
those in various difficult situations to have 
a better life.
We develop and support educational, 
financial stability and health programs - the 
pillars of a prosperous community. Our 
vision is that of a world in which every 
community is strong, has jobs that ensure 
a decent and stable income, good schools 
and a healthy environment. Throughout the 
world, we involve people and organizations 
in innovative solutions that turn this vision 
into reality.

UNITED WAY VALUES UNITED WAY WORLDWIDE

6
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2020 IN FIGURES AND WORDS
WHAT WE ACHIEVED IN 2020 
Together, in 2020, we helped 11.465 people.

SUPPORTING DISADVANTAGED 
COMMUNITIES AGAINST COVID-19 
EFFECTS 
February 2020 has brought completely 
unexpected changes in our lives. We have 
gradually witnessed the unpredictable effects 
of the Coronavirus epidemic, which quickly 
turned into a pandemic, with unpredictable 
long-term consequences.

At the beginning of the year, none of us 
was ready for what we were going to face. 
And no one knew how many members of 
our communities would need help. Faced 
with such a challenge, United Way Romania 
reacted immediately. The United Way team, 
donors, volunteers and our entire community 
have come together as they have never done 
before. We helped the communities most 
affected by the global pandemic and the 
economic downturn, taking care to receive the 
assistance and support they needed.

Due to the generosity of donors, in 2020 we 
managed to:

	■ raise 1.016.232 lei for Covid related support 
from 11 companies and individual donors;

	■ donate masks for personal protection, 
hygiene products and food in value of 
333.300 lei; 

	■ help 980 elderly people and 340 families 
from Bucharest, Cluj and Timișoara in 
difficulty, offering them food and sanitary 
products;

	■ to distribute over 1.200.000 protective 
masks to a total of 10.000 people in 
Bucharest, Cluj and Timisoara and 
surrounding areas: children, the elderly and 
staff from United Way Romania programs; 

	■ distribute 50.000 gloves, 1.100 KN95 masks, 
200 pairs of goggles and 100 overalls to the 
medical staff who fight daily with the disease 
in the first line, in 2 hospitals in Bucharest 
and Timisoara;

	■ distribute 15 virtual avatars to 2 hospitals 
in Bucharest and Timisoara. Each medical-
looking avatar has a built-in tablet and 
helps doctors and nurses to communicates 
through video with patients. In 2 months, 

a single device could eliminate up to 180 
potential sources of infection;

	■ help 125 vulnerable children and young 
people in Ploiești, who live in extreme 
poverty, providing them with protective 
materials, basic food and hygiene products;

	■ help 703 vulnerable children not to drop 
out of school, through the long-term 
implementation of a program that provides 
children with technological conditions for 
access to online education, but also material 
support through aid packages that include 
food and disinfectants.

EDUCATION
In education and not only, the statistics 
are harsh in Romania. The percentage of 
functional illiteracy rose from 39% in 2015 to 
44% in 2018 (according to PISA Tests). One 
third of Romanian people are at risk of poverty 
and social exclusion. 150.000 children live 
below the poverty line and go to bed hungry. 
Our country has the highest rate of persistent 
relative poverty in the European Union 
(according to INS and Eurostat data).  
The health crisis that impacts all of us echoes 
into the quality of education at worldwide 
level, but even more so in poor communities.  
The shock of 2020 in education will be felt for 

a long time to come, so we are making every 
effort to lower school dropout rate. Without 
real opportunities and constant access to 
education, most children risk to become 
adults who will face economic difficulties and 
will not have the capacity to support a family.

United Way Romania believes in the 
integrated approach to education - the 
foundation of a healthy society. In order 
for a child or young person to have access 
to quality education, the involvement of all 
members of the community is needed.

The main educational programs of United 
Way Romania are „Learn to succeed” and 
„Nesting a Brighter Future for Children”.

LEARN TO SUCCEED
The program prevents school dropout in poor 
urban and rural communities, where it is not 
the education of children that is a priority, 
but the daily struggle of parents to find the 
resources they need to survive.

"Learn to succeed" has an integrated 
approach, in which actions are focused on 
the needs of the child. Parents, teachers, 
volunteers and local non-governmental 
associations work together to solve the 
problem of school dropout, which is not one 
of the child, but of the entire community.

Thus, children's chances of breaking the 
barriers of poverty and having a positive 
impact on the community increase 
significantly. Currently, 4.721 children are 
enrolled in the program.

The "Learn to Succeed" program aims to 
improve children's lives through access to 
education, and its main objectives are:
	■ Increasing the school presence of children 

from vulnerable backgrounds; 
	■ Improving the school situation of children in 

the program through tutoring and mentoring 
activities;

7.666 
CHILDREN FROM DISADVANTAGED 

BACKGROUNDS WERE SUPPORTED TO 
CONTINUE THEIR STUDIES AND NOT TO 
DROP OUT OF SCHOOL; PARENTS AND 

172 TEACHERS WERE ALSO INVOLVED IN 
THE PROGRAMS.

1.489 
CHILDREN, ADULTS AND ELDERLY 

RECEIVED BASIC SOCIAL AND MEDICAL 
CARE IN ORDER TO LEAD A DIGNIFIED 

LIFE.

2.138
YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULTS IN DIFFICULTY - 

YOUNG PEOPLE FROM FOSTER CARE, HOMELESS 
PEOPLE, SINGLE MOTHERS, PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITIES, PARENTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
FROM POOR FAMILIES WERE SUPPORTED TO 

INTEGRATE SOCIALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY.

Together, in 2020, we helped 11.465 people.



1110

LIVE UNITED

is to reduce the dropout rate by improving 
the community-school-family relationship, 
focusing on the child.

2.700 children, 2.160 parents and 540 
teachers are involved, during the 5 years, in 
over 1.700 educational activities.

The program is based on the belief that the 
potential of children to change a community 
is enormous. "Nesting a Brighter Future 
for Children" is developed mainly in rural 
communities (in the counties of Călărași, 
Cluj, Giurgiu, Ilfov, Prahova and Timiș). For 
the personal development of children, the 
program includes numerous non-formal 
education activities: reading and painting 
clubs, workshops on using a PC, presentations 
on basic rules for proper hygiene, workshops 
on various topics, sports activities, visits to 
museums and other activities that improve 
communication skills.

COVID-19: ADAPTING EDUCATION TO 
PANDEMIC CONDITIONS 
The health crisis has turned into an economic 
one, the effects of which are difficult to 
predict. Many areas have been affected, with 
education being one of them. 

The consequences of the pandemic crisis are 
likely to increase the dropout rate in a country 
where, before the pandemic, only a third of 
disadvantaged children were finishing general 
school. Now the situation is even worse.

In 2020, with the help of our partners, we 
quickly adapted our programs to help children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds continue 
their education, even in isolation. Families 
receiving food and material assistance at 
day centers received food packages or social 
vouchers. After the closure of schools and 
day centers, due to the pandemic, vulnerable 
children in United Way Romania programs 
did not interrupt their education. Educators, 
social workers, teachers and volunteers 
adapted their methods and kept in touch with 
the pupils. Children continued their education 
with distancing, either online, where they 
had the necessary resources, or by adapting 
their working methods. They communicated 
by phone or mobile applications with pupils 
learning from home, they encouraged them to 
attend lessons and various school activities, 
also brought for them and left in front of the 
door, useful materials to learn, and constantly 
kept in touch with families.

	■ Improving the teaching and empathy skills 
of teachers working with children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds;

	■ Increasing the number of adolescents who 
continue their education and prepare to enter 
the labor market; 

	■ Developing awareness of the importance of 
education at the level of parents.

MAIN ACTIVITIES
1. After-school program
	■ children receive personalized assistance and 

educational support in partner day centers 
and in after-school social programs. They 
receive help with homework and in bridging 
educational gaps, thus improving school 
results. 

2. Material help for children
	■ poverty is the main cause of absenteeism. 

Therefore, it is imperative to make sure 
that school is free for children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds;

	■ in the project, children receive a warm meal 
or a healthy snack on a daily basis, as well 
as financial support by providing school 
supplies, clothing, shoes, hygiene products 
and medicines;

	■ for the summer holidays, when, in general, 
children from disadvantaged backgrounds 
no longer come into contact with any form of 
education, thus risking to lose the knowledge 
gained during the school year, through 
the program they continue to participate 
in  activities at the centers or receive 
educational kits that include books, creative 
materials and educational games.

3. Teachers' Academy
	■ the courses help teachers to improve their 

methods of working with children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds;

	■ the activities of the Academy are based on 
a curriculum developed by the specialists 
from the United Way programs. Topics are: 
communication and relationships in the 
school environment, positive approach to 
difficult behaviors, parent-child-school tripartite 
relationship, student class management in 
inclusive schools, the role of school in the 
community, relationship with institutions and 
other representative actors in the community 
and techniques and methods to stimulate 
active learning.

4. Activities with tutors and volunteer mentors 
	■ volunteers provide support to children 

in reading, writing, math and homework, 
both during the school year and during the 
summer holidays; 

	■ The mentoring program is dedicated to the 
teenagers in the project and aims to make 
United Way volunteers role models for the 
beneficiaries.

5. Parents' Academy 
	■ monthly, parents participate in meetings 

within the Parents' Academy, where they 
improve their parenting skills. These 
meetings are facilitated by psychologists 
or social workers and aim to develop the 
relationship between children, parents and 
school.

NESTING A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR 
CHILDREN
Through this 5-year program, 12 day centers 
have been established, which function as 
community hubs. Based on the best practices 
of the “Learn to Succeed” project and 
benefiting from funding provided by the Velux 
Foundation and the Globalworth Foundation, 
the “Nesting a Brighter Future for Children” 
program develops an integrated intervention 
model designed to generate lasting change 
in the community. The aim of the project 
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able to continue their distance education 
due to internet access, laptops or tablets 
offered through the generosity of donor 
companies: 3M, Lenovo, Cymatics, ACI and 
Atos Romania, which offered support for our 
technology project.
We thank all the partners for their support to 
disadvantaged communities, at a time when 
digital knowledge is a basic condition for 
continuing the educational process.

3M: tablets and internet access for 
vulnerable children
Technology company 3M has joined 
United Way Worldwide to support projects 
to support vulnerable people affected by 
COVID-19 in European, Middle Eastern and 
African (EMEA) countries.
Romania is one of the 12 countries in the 
EMEA region that has received part of 
the financial aid directed to projects that 
support nutrition, mental and physical 
health, education and correct information 
on COVID-19, depending on needs, local 
priorities and pandemic evolution in each 
territory.
United Way Romania, with its partner, 3M 
Romania, implemented the project Covid-19 
Crisis: children need access to technology 
for online education, which aims to 
increase the chances of disadvantaged 
children to have access to digital materials 
and participate in online courses, offering 
equipment for disadvantaged children.
The project was addressed to children from 
vulnerable communities in Bucharest, Cluj 
and Timisoara. The children received tablets, 
internet access and the necessary tools to 
continue their online education during this 
difficult period.
The program also ensured the digital 
literacy of the parents of these children and 
increased the digital skills of teachers, where 
needed. 

421 disadvantaged children received tablets, 
internet access and the necessary tools 
to continue their distance education, 138 
parents benefited from digital literacy, 47 
pedagogues participated in courses for 
online education. In total, 17 educational 
centers were involved in the project.

Cymatics: equipment for disadvantaged 
children
The company Cymatics supported 
technology project aimed at increasing 
the chances of children living in vulnerable 
communities to access materials online 
and to attend classes.

Children received tablets, internet access 
and the necessary tools to continue their 
online education in these difficult times.

The program also provided digital literacy 
for these parents, social and psychological 
counseling and material support - food and 
personal care. Parents received guidance 
to help their children in the digital 
education process.

The support of teachers was equally 
important for them to adapt to the new 
conditions required by digital education: 
the program helped them to use all 
available tools and strengthen their ability 
to keep children involved in educational 
activities. Beneficiaries of this program 
were 33 children, 10 teachers, pedagogues 
or social workers and 10 parents. 

Lenovo: Children have access to technology 
and have learned to surf the Internet safely
450 children and young people and 160 
parents from the educational program of 
United Way Romania learned, in 2020, to surf 
the internet safely, to protect themselves 
from cyber bullying and other potential 
dangers in the virtual world. All this, due to 
their involvement in the Have Confidence and 
Cyber Control program, supported by Lenovo 

Ensuring children's access to online courses 
has been a priority for us since the beginning 
of the crisis. In our centers in Bucharest, 
Cluj and Timiș we have offered a total of 703 
electronic devices (laptops and tablets) for 
distance learning. 110 teachers, educators 
and social workers were trained to use these 
devices and 308 parents were supported 
in acquiring basic knowledge for the use of 
computers and digital tools.
Children, parents, teachers and education 
professionals have also benefited from 
a user guide device, a video and six 
webinars for technology. The webinars 
consisted of courses for the use of the 
online communication platforms such as 
Google Classroom, Zoom and Teams, Excel, 
Power Point and others, providing teachers 
with basic information and attractive and 
interactive teaching methods.
Immediately after the installation of the state 
of emergency and restrictions caused by 
Covid -19 pandemic, for educators, social 
workers, psychologists and teachers from 
United Way projects, the participation in 

webinars organized by the specialists from 
Regina Maria were the first - and, for a long 
time, the only - source of information and 
frameworks for discussions with experts on 
useful topics in the new context. 
There were 9 webinars given by 7 doctors, 
Regina Maria volunteers who provided support 
to a number of 330 United Way specialists. 
In addition, five other volunteers from Regina 
Maria Private Health Network chose to offer 
support with educational activities to 7 
children with social vulnerabilities. Volunteers 
are constantly involved in reading activities 
(reading and content understanding) and 
English learning with children, for a period of 
at least 3 months.
At the same time, 18 educational centers 
of United Way Romania were equipped with 
sanitary products: disinfectants, protective 
masks, soap, etc.

ALONG WITH OUR PARTNERS, IN THE 
TECHNOLOGY PROJECT 
During the state of emergency and quarantine, 
children enrolled in our programs were 
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Romania, a company with which we have a 
long-established partnership. 
In 2020, the courses in this program have 
helped children from vulnerable backgrounds 
to improve their internet browsing skills, 
discover and understand the possible 
dangers of the virtual world, protect 
themselves from online harassment and use 
technology in safety. Parents participated 
in digital literacy courses, and teachers 
developed their online teaching skills.
In addition, 25 students from Băicoi, Prahova, 
had access to online classes thanks to the 
donation of tablets from Lenovo. Thanks to 
this donation, the students continued their 
education in this difficult year, thus having a 
chance for a better future.

Atos România: 100 laptops and internet 
connection

Atos Romania donated 100 laptops to 
children from disadvantaged communities 
in Timiș County, enrolled in the United Way 
Romania education program. Thus, 100 
vulnerable children were able to access 
online courses. Students were also trained 
and monitored on the use and care of 
laptops, parents were trained on the free use 
of the devices, and teachers were trained on 

the use of an e-learning platform. Atos also 
ensures the costs of the internet connection, 
for a period of one year.

ACI Worldwide: laptops for online courses

71 children from disadvantaged rural 
communities in Timiș County received 
laptops from ACI Worldwide, which helped 
them to participate in online courses and 
to continue their education during the 
pandemic. This support gives them the 
chance to learn, break the barriers of poverty 
and have the chance for a better future. 
The laptops donated by ACI Worldwide 
went to disadvantaged children from rural 
communities in Timis County, such as 
Șemlacu Mare, Șemlacu Mic, Percosova, 
Butin, students attending Gătaia Theoretical 
High School and to children in various 
situations of vulnerability in Timișoara.

In 2020, United Way Romania supported 
a number of 7.666 children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds not to interrupt 
their education.
	■ 6.122 children from poor communities were 

supported to go to school and kindergarten;
	■ 1.544 children hospitalized for a long 

period of time participated in educational 
and art therapy programs;

	■ 691 parents were supported to develop 
their parenting skills, participating in the 
Parents' Academy - courses of United 
Way Romania, and another 512 parents 
benefited from psycho-social counseling;

	■ 703 electronic devices (laptops and tablets) 
were offered for distance learning. 110 
pedagogues and social workers were 
trained to use these devices and 308 
parents were supported in acquiring basic 
knowledge for the use of computers and 
digital tools;

	■ 172 teachers attended Teachers' Academy 
- meetings with experts addressed practical 
aspects of working with young people 
and children in situations of vulnerability, 

procedures related to dropout prevention 
and the role of teachers in this process.

The meetings within the Teachers' Academy 
are completed by the course " Systemic 
management of the student classroom”, 
which was accredited in 2020 by the Ministry 
of Education and Research based on the 
United Way Romania partnership with the 
Timiș Teaching Staff, within the program 
"Nesting a Brighter Future for Children".
The course is addressed to teachers and 
is based on a curriculum developed by 
United Way Romania and contains topics 
that bring to the fore the importance of 
a quality relationship between teachers 
and children and parents, but also the 
need for community involvement in the 
complex process of continuing education 
of children at risk of early school leaving: 
communication and relationships in school, 
positive approach to difficult behaviors, 
classroom management in inclusive schools, 
techniques and methods to stimulate active 
learning, the parent-child-school tripartite 
relationship, the role of school in the 
community, the relationship with institutions 
and other representative actors in the 
community. The course has a duration of 40 
hours and will be delivered without charge to 
over 700 teachers nationwide. The training 
of teachers, in the spirit of developing a 
quality relationship with children (which is 
an essential motivating factor for children to 
attend school and to acquire the knowledge 
taught), is intended to complement the 
integrated approach of the United Way 
intervention, addressed to children at risk 
of early school leaving, in order to prevent 
school abandonment.

RESULTS OF EDUCATION PROJECTS
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MORE SELF-CONFIDENCE
Petru is 10 years old and he is a third grade 
student. He is the eldest of the four boys 
in the family and they are all enrolled in the 
education program of United Way Romania, 
through which they participate in the 
activities within the day center.
The boy lives with his siblings and parents 
in a very modest house, all sharing a single 
room. Recently, they managed to build a 
bathroom equipped with the necessary 
things and running water. Due to financial 
difficulties, the children's mother has been 
working abroad for a long time and, for this 
reason, the children are not very attached to 
her, and the lack of maternal affection at an 
early age left traces in the boys' hearts.
When he was enrolled in the United Way 
Romania program, Petru had failed to pass 
tests and needed to repeat the second grade. 
His level of knowledge was extremely low 
for a child his age. He didn't know colors or 
capital letters, he only counted to 20 and 
he didn't do simple additions. Moreover, 
he found it difficult to concentrate, lost 
his attention very easily, refused to try 
something new because he did not have 
self-confidence and was even irascible and 
verbally and physically violent.
Once enrolled in the education program, 
United Way specialists helped him to 
gradually regain the knowledge appropriate 
for his age. With a lot of patience and care, 
constantly participating in the activities 
within the center, Petru learned to write, to 
count, to make additions and subtractions.
At the center, he also met Ana, a kind 
and involved volunteer, with whom the 
little boy got closer, soon becoming his 
confidante and the person he trusted the 

most. Ana represents, in the opinion of the 
psychologist, the maternal figure he did not 
enjoy in the first years of his life.

Petru's participation in online education 
during the pandemic and in the activities of 
the center helped him not only to recover 
the gap in school subjects, but also to have 
more confidence in himself. Seeing that he is 
able to assimilate knowledge and manages 
to carry out school activities, he began to 
work even harder. From the aggressive 
boy his colleagues laughed at, because he 
knew nothing, he proved that he is, in fact, 
a sensitive boy, smart and confident in 
his strength, but who still needs help and 
support both emotionally and educationally. 

„YOU ARE OUR SALVATION AND WE 
THANK YOU!”
Abandoned by his mother at an early 
age, Silviu is now 9 years old and he is a 
second grade student at a school in a poor 
neighborhood of Bucharest.

SUCCESS STORIES
When he entered the organization's 
education program, he was a student in 
the preparatory class. He had recently lost 
his paternal grandmother, in whose care 
he had been since the age of three, and his 
father was suddenly overwhelmed by the 
responsibilities of raising and educating 
the child. The continuation of school 
was in danger and, implicitly, the child's 
development and future. 
Enrollment in the educational center of 
United Way Romania came at the right 
time. It was the rescue he needed from 
this seemingly hopeless situation. At first, 
Silviu was shy, withdrawn, disoriented and 
preferred individual activities. However, with 
the help of teachers and psychologists, as 
well as other colleagues in the center, he 
managed to integrate into the group and 
participate with interest in various socio-
educational activities. Good results were not 
long in coming, both mentally, cognitively 
and behaviorally. He has conquered 
shyness, began to take age-appropriate 
responsibilities and, most importantly, 
increased his self-confidence. While learning 
to write, read or do various mathematical 
calculations, Silviu also learned how to 

communicate in order to have the most 
harmonious relationships with those around 
him.
At school he got better and better results, 
although, at the beginning, it was very 
difficult for him to understand his role as 
a student and the importance of school. 
He is now a good advisor to his younger 
colleagues.
The COVID-19 pandemic shook the balance 
of the father and son again; an income 
that was, however, modest and fluctuating, 
because the father worked as a day laborer, 
became, with the outbreak of the pandemic, 
non-existent, the two living only on the 
boy's allowance. But the specialists from 
the center were with them during this 
difficult period; thus, the warm meal that 
Silviu received every day at the center was 
transformed into food packages and he 
received cleaning and personal hygiene 
products for himself and his father. In 
addition, Silviu was also helped with school 
supplies, toys, clothes and shoes.
The day the child received a fully equipped 
tablet from the center to be able to 
participate in online classes was a real 
celebration in their home. "I didn't even 
dream of such a thing ... to have worked day 
and night, and I still wouldn't have been able 
to buy a tablet so that Silviu could attend 
online school. You are our rescue and we 
thank you!”, the boy's father confessed to us.
Due to the support received within the center, 
Silviu is currently a child who is constantly 
making progress, with great chances of 
integration. If this child, like many others, 
had not been helped in time, today his story 
would have been different.

THE IMPORTANCE OF HELPING AT THE 
RIGHT TIME
Cristina is a third grade student and the 
first born of a family of very young parents, 
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who have four children. She is obedient, she 
learns well, but life has given her a lot to 
take from an early age. Like many children in 
United Way Romania programs, she is a child 
with adult responsibilities. 
One of the girl's responsibilities is to take 
care of her younger siblings. When she is 
able to, Cristina takes part in the activities 
of the day center with a lot of enthusiasm, 
eager to learn as many new things as 
possible. She is very skilled and involved in 
creative workshops; she models the clay with 
a lot of patience and skill, but most of all she 
likes to paint the figurines she creates. 
She is also very involved in formal activities. 
Because she is very smart, she is best at 
math and she likes challenges. If, at the 
beginning, she was restrained in expressing 
her desires and needs, she has evolved 
in terms of interaction with project team 
members and colleagues, communicates 
openly and is very active.
The children's mother finished only eight 
classes and, over time, worked as a day 
laborer helping her neighbors with various 
household chores. But after the pandemic 
broke out, she couldn't find a job and she is 
a housewife, although she wants with all her 
heart to contribute to the family's income. 
When United Way specialists asked her 
what she would like to work on, the mother 
expressed a desire to take a tailoring class, 
as she always tailored bed linen, curtains or 
even children's clothes. So we have offered 
her the needed financial help and she 
enrolled and participates conscientiously in 
a tailoring course, and she will soon obtain a 
qualification diploma in this field.
Until then, the father is the only one who 
brings an income to the home, but he works 
without legal forms. Since the end of the 
emergency period, the foundation's team 
is making efforts so that Cristina's father 
can be hired at one of the companies in the 

construction field. Whenever our specialists 
call the two parents to support them, they 
never cease to thank us for the changes 
we have made in their lives, through the 
enrollment in the program.

THE INTEGRATED APPROACH, A 
CHANCE FOR CORNEL AND HIS FAMILY 
Cornel is a fifth grader and comes from 
a family with major socio-economic 
difficulties.  Together with his parents and 
his slightly older brother, they all live in a 
social housing, in very modest conditions. 
The parents did not have the chance of an 
education: the mother has two classes and 
the father four. Because of this, boys cannot 

receive homework support and any help 
with school from their parents. Moreover, 
unemployment has led to major financial 
difficulties, with parents unable to cover even 
the basic needs of the family, a situation that 
worsened with the outbreak of the pandemic 
and the beginning of the emergency period.

The inclusion of Cornel in the education 
program of United Way Romania and the 
integrated intervention, in which parents and 
pedagogues collaborate, through the Parents 
'Academy and the Teachers' Academy, led 
to a considerable improvement in the family 
situation, both in terms of education and 
financial status.
The family received, within the United 
Way Romania program, material support 
consisting of packages of food and hygiene 
products, clothing, footwear, and school 
supplies for Cornel. Our specialists have paid 
good attention to the needs of the boy and 
the family.
Following the facilitation of discussions 
between parents and teachers, by the day 

center team, as well as the participation of 
parents in counseling sessions organized by 
the psychologist, they began to get involved 
in the child's education and support him as 
much as they can, and the results were not 
late to appear. Cornel has made progress in 
school, he is recovering the gaps in school 
subjects that he accumulated at the onset 
of the pandemic, and enjoys participating in 
educational activities.
Cornel's active involvement in the project 
is a huge plus for the development and 
construction of a healthy foundation for 
his future, having not only the chance to be 
integrated into society, but also to have a 
positive impact on it.
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"ON THE ROAD TO SELF-RELIANCE” 
Over 30% of Romania's population is exposed 
to the risk of poverty and social exclusion, 
according to data from the National Institute 
of Statistics. Young people from foster care, 
single parents, people with disabilities or 
homeless people have no real chance to 
break the cycle of poverty and face many 
types of social exclusion, either because of 
the low level of education, either because 
they lack legal documents necessary for 
employment and access to information.

„On the Road to Self-Reliance” - our 
main program for social and professional 
integration - has become a model of 
integrated approach that ensures real job 
opportunities and financial independence for 
vulnerable young people and adults through 
vocational counseling, training and financial 
education.

It is designed as an integrated intervention 
program, meant to transform the beneficiary 
from a vulnerable individual, dependent on 
social assistance, into an active member of 
the community, financially independent. The 
activities in the program include, in non-
Covid conditions, training courses, vocational 
and career counseling, skills development 
trainings, workshops and individual work 
sessions on practical topics (how to write 
a CV, how to look for a job on the internet, 
how to present yourself at an interview 
etc.) or job shadowing actions, in which a 
young fellow accompanies an employee of a 
company during a workday.

The Covid-19 pandemic, turned into an 
economic crisis since the first half of 
2020, has also led to rising unemployment, 
declining of number of employment 
opportunities, changing job market dynamics 

and, of course, changing the way the 
program is ran.

After the onset of the pandemic, we also 
adapted this program to the conditions 
imposed by the new context. The young 
people's need for material support was 
greater than ever. First, we offered them 
packages with food, masks, sanitary 
products and disinfectants. The counseling 
sessions took place online or by telephone 
and we made every effort to ensure the 
continuity of support in the new conditions.

RESULTS
■	 2.138 young adults and parents in need 

received social, psychological and legal 
counseling to integrate socially;

	■  571 people received employment and labor 
market integration counseling;

	■ 113 people were qualified in various fields, 
participating in professional qualification 
courses;

	■  213 people were hired;
	■  31 young people received scholarships for 

up to 3 months and followed an internship / 
job-shadowing; 

	■  213 homeless people improved their lives 
and were integrated in the community;

	■  65 single mothers received shelter and 
social assistance to overcome the difficult 
times;

	■  1.987 people received specific material 
support (food, clothing, footwear, hygiene 
products).

INTEGRATION

FUTURE PLANS FOR RADU
Recently reached the age of 18, a student 
in the 12th grade, at a technological high 
school, Radu makes, due to his integration 
in the United Way Romania program, serious 
plans for the future. The young man lives, 
with his brother, two years younger, and his 
mother, in a rented modest house. Their 
income is extremely limited - more precisely, 
it is reduced to their mother's low salary, 
which is not enough for all their expenses.
Due to his inclusion in the program, Radu 
was helped with clothes, food, hygiene 
products and a subscription for public 
transport, which he could not afford. When 
their mother lost her job, they received food 
for the whole family, which helped them to 
get through the difficult period.
A serious young man, concerned about his 

future, despite the modest conditions and 
needs, Radu participated in Job Coaching 
activities carried out within the United Way 
Romania program. Moreover, following the 
counseling, he was offered to participate in 
a paid internship at a restaurant that delivers 
food at home, with a personalized program 
so that he did not miss school classes. "I 
really enjoyed the internship, I learned the 
profession of chef from my colleagues and 
I developed my passion for this field," says 
Radu.
This experience opened the way for the 
young man to the future. It showed him 
that he could choose his path - a path full 
of hope, to help him become a financially 
independent adult and ready for the labor 
market.
"I had no plans for tomorrow. Now I have 
plans for the future. After this training period, 
I want to work at the restaurant where I did 
my internship, so that I can also contribute to 
my family's income ", Radu says.

THE ROAD TO AN INDEPENDENT LIFE
Ioana was born in a large and needy family, 
from a rural area. She wanted to get rid of 
the hardships at home and start her own 
family, so when she met Alex, she thought 
that her dream was finally coming true. She 
got married, gave birth to a baby boy and 
was a fulfilled woman. But shortly after the 
child was born, her husband became violent, 
both verbally and physically, right in front 
of their child. After a cruel beating, Ioana 
decided to ask for the help of the authorities 
and obtained a restraining order against 
Alex.
Then, with the help of a relative, she looked 
for a shelter for victims of domestic violence 

SUCCESS STORIES
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and thus reached the center of United Way 
Romania. Adaptation was a long and difficult 
process. In the first months, the specialists 
from the center made great efforts to assure 
Ioana that she can trust them and that both 
she and her little boy are safe in that place. 
At first, both the mother and the little boy 
cried a lot. Stressed and fearful, Ioana began 
to tremble when someone rang the doorbell, 
when something fell on the floor or just at 
the thought of meeting the child's father 
again.

Gradually, however, with the help of 
specialists, she was helped to obtain a 
protection order for another five months and 
benefited from the services of a lawyer to 
help her with the custody of the child. She 
eventually found her peace and calm, after 

many months of receiving constant support, 
understanding and security. 

Both Ioana and her son benefited from 
specific psychological therapy, and the 
mother participated in numerous courses 
and activities for the development of 
independent living skills (child care, cooking, 
budget management, etc.). She also 
attended career counseling sessions, learned 
how to write a resume and how to present 
herself at an interview. All these efforts 
paid off, Ioana being now employed in a 
supermarket.

Now, the young woman is confident in the 
future and is happy that she is on the right 
path, to an independent life.

23

Thanks to the United Way programs, children, 
young people, adults, and elderly with 
serious health problems receive medical and 
social care at home, and severely ill patients 
receive palliative care (pain control, as well 
as psychological counseling for patients 
and their families) in residential centers 
or at the hospital. Moreover, United Way 
Romania supports initiatives and programs 
for early prevention and treatment to avoid 
serious health problems in disadvantaged 
communities.
During the pandemic, we kept close to the 
communities and, ever since the beginning 
of the health crisis, we adapted our programs 
to provide disadvantaged people, even in 
conditions of isolation or quarantine, the 
support they needed.
We offered sanitary masks for personal 
protection, hygiene products and food worth 
of 333.300 lei; we distributed over 443.360 
protective masks to 750 children, elderly 
people and staff of the United Way Romania 
programs; we offered 50.000 gloves, 1.100 
KN95 masks, 200 pairs of goggles and 
100 overalls to the medical staff who fight 
daily with the disease in the first line, in two 
hospitals in Bucharest and Timisoara; we 
distributed 15 virtual avatars to two hospitals 
in Bucharest and Timisoara. Each avatar, 
with the appearance of a medical specialist, 
has a built-in tablet and helps doctors, 
nurses, and orderlies to communicate 
through a video interface with patients. In 
two months, a single device could eliminate 
up to 180 potential sources of infection. 
We also helped 125 children and vulnerable 
youth in Ploiesti, living in extreme poverty, 
providing them with protective materials, as 
well as essential food and hygiene products.
Because the isolation of the elderly during 

the state of emergency could have disrupted 
their medical care activities, we made sure 
that the seniors in our programs received 
the support and care they needed: home 
visits, in accordance with health regulations, 
medications, disinfectants, and emotional 
support.

 RESULTS
	■ 1.489 children, adults and elderly people 

received basic medical services, free 
medical consultations, treatments, as well 
as recovery and home care services.

	■ 1.194 beneficiaries received material 
support for access to investigations and 
treatments;

	■ 727 people have benefited from social 
assistance and counseling;

	■  601 children, adults, elderly people, as well 
as their relatives, received psychological 
counseling and assistance;

	■ 246 people received home care and 
recovery medical services.

HEALTH
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SUPPORT IN SOLITUDE
At the age of 64, Mrs. Andreescu has many 
health problems: she suffers from diabetes, 
and the complications caused by this 
disease have led to the amputation of her 
lower limbs. However, loneliness is more 
pressing than this condition. In addition 
to her medical problems, Mrs. Andreescu 
is suffering from severe anxiety caused 
by loneliness, inactivity, and the feeling of 
being useless and a burden to her son and 
daughter-in-law. All these inner feelings 
deepened with the onset of the pandemic; 
her neighbors and the few friends she has 
could no longer visit her.
Mrs. Andreescu has been part of United Way 
Romania's health program for 6 years, being 
regularly visited by a nurse, who gives her 
the care she so desperately needs. Deeply 
affected by the lack of contact with her 
friends and neighbors, she enjoyed even 
more the visits of the nurse, the only person 
who came to her house during isolation. 
She asked her “to stay a little longer... or at 
least give her a call sometimes.” The social 
workers from the program called her every 
few days to ask her how she was doing, how 
she was feeling, if she needed any help, and 
encouraged her when she felt depressed.
The son and daughter-in-law try to help her 
as much as they can. They spend long hours 
working hard, fearing that they might lose 
their jobs at any time, while their wages 
are so low that they barely cover their 
daily expenses, not to mention about the 
expenses related to Mrs. Andreescu’s care: 
from a strict diet, to medicines and medical 
supplies that the old woman so desperately 
needs.
When the foundation’s team came to them 

with packages consisting of essential food, 
cleaning and hygiene products, as well as 
products for protection against COVID-19 
infection (disinfectants, masks), they 
realized that they are not alone and that 
they can overcome this test. And when the 
support came again throughout the following 
months, their joy was even greater, and 
they could not find the words to thank our 
colleagues.

SUPPORT FOR DANUT AND HIS 
GRANDMOTHER 
Abandoned when he was only 1-year old by 
the woman who gave him life, Danut, now 
age three, received another blow from life: 
the terrible diagnosis of leukemia. He is now 
hospitalized with his paternal grandmother, 
the only person who remained by his side. 
The boy's father also suffers from a terrible, 
terminal disease: cirrhosis of the liver.
The suffering of those around her - first the 
illness of her husband, then of her own son 
and now of her only grandson - made Mrs. 

Maria an incommunicative and anxious 
woman.
How could you keep enjoying your life when 
you see that everything is falling apart, and 
your loved ones are hit by grave illnesses?
When the social worker contacted her, she 
learned that her helplessness against these 
illnesses is not the only thing tormenting 
her. She also didn’t have money for food or 
hospital clothing, while Dănuţ cried whenever 
he saw that other children in the hospital 
room received all kinds of tasty treats bought 
by their parents.
Through the United Way health program, a 
team of specialists quickly mobilized and 
managed to purchase the things Dănuţ 
and his grandmother needed on the very 
next day. She could not believe that people 
who did not even know her in person were 
supporting them; she called the social 
worker and confessed that it was the first 
time in so many months when she felt she 
was not alone. Ever since, we have been 
contacting them weekly: Mrs. Maria is called 
and asked what they lack, so that they can 
be provided with everything they need. And 
so that we can offer them a ray of hope.
Also, since his grandmother has started 
receiving psychological counseling, she 
communicates more and better with the 
hospital staff and finds the strength to play 
with Dănuț and to stand by his side every 
day. 

SUCCESS STORIES
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young age, basically learned to develop as 
harmoniously as they could, most of them 
being without parents, under the guidance 
of people with professional training”, said 
Simona, who is also a volunteer for United 
Way Romania.

Since fall 2020, she has been helping little 
Diana, who is 11 years old, a fifth-grade 
student and part of the United Way Romania 

education program. Diana comes from a 
family with a difficult financial situation. 
She also has a younger brother, neither of 
their parents have a formal education and 
they have very low income. The girl's mother 
wishes that both her children could learn, go 
to school, and have a better life. Diana was 
absent from school due to health problems, 
so she fell behind. At the beginning of the 
fifth grade, the girl's level of reading and 
comprehension was that of a third-grader. 
Simona helps her with learning Romanian 
and sometimes English. And the results were 
not long in coming.
„I meet Diana online every week and we 
get along very well. With every piece of 
information, I pass on to her and know she 
could use later, I want Diana to become more 
self-confident. I have to admit that I am very 
motivated by her feedback and I am happy 
when she herself wants us to spend more 
time in our meetings”, says Simona.
The girl’s teachers say that the little girl’s 
school results have visibly improved since 
she has started working with Simona. And 
there are occasions when, if she has a test 
the next day, Diana may even spend hours 
in the company of the volunteer, to learn as 
much as possible. The grades are raising up 
to these efforts, also.
Simona has also noticed the little girl's 
evolution: „Diana has gained more confidence 
in the answers she offers, she is able to 
recognize and remember the information 
she learned during the meetings and, most 
importantly, she can identify by herself the 
areas where there are shortcomings that 
need to be addressed.”
It is the greatest satisfaction she can have, 
as a volunteer: seeing that her involvement 
bears fruit, brings a real change in the child's 
life, gives her a chance at a better future.

United Way's mission is fueled by the 
passion of 2,8 million volunteers worldwide. 
They come from different countries and 
backgrounds, but share a great passion for 
improving their communities.

In Romania, at the beginning of 2020, 
we had extensive and clear plans with 
regard to volunteering actions, both with 
the support of partner companies and 
individual volunteers, who joined our causes 
and decided to offer some of their time. 
Actions aimed at renovating, sanitizing or 
redeveloping community centers, providing 
people with mentoring or tutoring services, 
helping children with homework, supporting 
the elderly and other types of volunteer 
involvements were, however, abruptly 
interrupted by the pandemic and the new 
rules of social distancing and hygiene. But, 
as disadvantaged people needed help more 
than ever, we quickly adapted and rethought 
the manner in which volunteers could get 
involved.

Most activities were moved into the online 
medium and adapted, such as reading, help 
with homework, discussions between youth 
and company employees on topics related to 
professions and more.

Volunteers have always been open and 
supportive of communities, offering 
them webinars on health, hygiene rules, 
psychological support or help using online 
platforms.

In total, last year we had the support of 259 
volunteers and 1.500 of hours volunteering 
for 5.882 children, youth, adults, elderly 
people and also specialists, out of which, 
for online activities during the state of 
emergency: 188 volunteers, who donated 

845 hours of their time in 273 online 
sessions.

The health crisis has shown us that their 
enthusiasm is boundless, that they have 
mobilized as they have never done before 
and have dedicated their time and skill to our 
causes. Thank you all for your involvement 
and dedication!

SIMONA DRAGNEA: VOLUNTEERING 
GIVES ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP 
PEOPLE I NORMALLY WOULDN'T HAVE 
BEEN ABLE TO MEET
When the desire to help meets the need for 
support at the right moment, real miracles 
happen. After all, this is the strength of 
volunteering and its role in the activity of 
our organization: without the engine of 
thousands of volunteers involved, over the 
years, in everything we do, we could not 
improve the life of the community.

Simona is a Legal Adviser and works in the 
Legal department of Regina Maria. At the 
same time, she is involved in volunteering 
activities, and has been doing that for many 
years, with passion and dedication, giving 
her time and energy to a cause she strongly 
believes in: the education of disadvantaged 
children.

„I have been involved in volunteering activities 
since high school and I can say that they 
were memorable periods, both because of 
the unforeseen situations that I initially did 
not know how to manage, and because of 
the people I interacted with and who helped 
me empathize and mature at the same time. 
Volunteering gives me the opportunity to 
help people I wouldn't normally be able to 
meet. I volunteered at a placement center in 
my hometown, where children, from a very 

THE VOLUNTEERS OF UNITED WAY
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workers, psychologists, psycho-pedagogues, 
educational instructors, school mediators, 
coaches, trainers and school psychologists, 
who then shared the information gained 
on this occasion with the members of their 
communities. The discussions, held in the 
form of presentations and interactive Q&A 
sessions, had the following topics: caring 
for children, and how to cope with mental 
isolation and how to protect ourselves 
from the pandemic once the isolation ends, 
which was presented by a pediatrician, a 
psychiatrist and a coordinator in training 
nurses and specialists, all of them being 
extremely experienced and thoroughly 
trained in these fields.

WEBINAR ON USING THE ZOOM 
PLATFORM OFFERED BY ORACLE 
VOLUNTEERS
2020 has shown us that we can adapt to any 
new working and living conditions. When 
activities and, in particular, education, moved 
to the online environment, it also came 
to light the need for education specialists 
to adapt to new technologies in order to 
achieve a more efficient teaching process. 
With the help of the Oracle volunteers, 37 
teachers, education specialists and even the 
employees of United Way Romania attended 
two webinars on using the Zoom platform 
and Power Point program.

VOLUNTEERING AND DONATING 
LAPTOPS FOR ONLINE COURSES
7 ACI Worldwide employees (75 hours of 
volunteering) and 12 Atos IT Solutions 
and Services employees (110 hours of 
volunteering) dedicated their time to install 
programs on laptops donated by the two 
companies. Thanks to them, children can 
easily use the devices in online school 
classes, but also to connect to project 
activities.   
Atos Romania donated 100 laptops to 

children from the educational programs 
supported by the United Way Romania 
Foundation, also covering the internet 
connection costs for the 100 children for 
a one-year period, while ACI offered 71 
laptops to disadvantaged children in rural 
communities in the Timiș county.

ONLINE ACTIVITIES FOR VULNERABLE 
CHILDREN IN TIMISOARA, WITH THE 
SUPPORT OF THE SUSTAINALYTICS 
VOLUNTEERS
Chess, creative writing or sustainability 
workshops, financial education, and 
high school orientation – these are all 
online activities carried out by volunteers, 
employees of Sustainalytics, for the benefit 
of children from programs supported by 
United Way Romania in Timiș County, in 
November and December. 

In addition to the group workshops, 
volunteers also provided children that have 
special educational needs with individual 
support in doing homework, math tutoring, 
and organized reading clubs.

The volunteers dedicated no less than 
87 hours to a total of 48 children from 
vulnerable backgrounds who need support 
to continue their education. The little 
ones really enjoyed participating in the 
activities and the virtual interaction with the 
volunteers. 

EMOTIONS AND JOY FOR THE 
RAIFFEISEN BANK ROMANIA 
VOLUNTEERS AND CHILDREN
„I was very emotional, although I did not show 
it. We were glad to have the opportunity to 
contribute to your daily effort”, these are the 
words of Cătălin, one of the volunteers from 
Raiffeisen Bank Romania, who brought joy to 
children from vulnerable backgrounds.

In 2020, 14 volunteers, employees of 
Raiffeisen Bank, were involved in various 

SUPPORT FOR THE ELDERLY DURING 
QUARANTINE
In order to meet the needs of the elderly, 
during the state of emergency, at the end 
of March 2020, in partnership with Profi, 
Rotaract and the local initiative group We 
help you from Timișoara, we started the 
project to support the elderly in quarantine, 
initially in Timisoara, later extended also to 
Bucharest. 32 volunteers from the two cities 
were divided into 3 departments: call center, 
counseling and food delivery. Within 280 
hours, volunteers took the elderly's requests, 
provided counseling and telephone support, 
shopped, and delivered food to them.

WEBINARS ON VARIOUS TOPICS WITH 
THE SPECIALISTS OF THE REGINA 
MARIA PRIVATE HEALTH NETWORK
To help communities overcome the effects 
of isolation and to provide accurate 
information about health, hygiene and 
family care during the quarantine caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic, United Way 
Romania together with the Regina Maria 
Private Health Network organized, during 
the isolation, several extremely useful 
webinars. 11 webinars were organized, held 
by 9 physicians and volunteers from Regina 
Maria, which provided support to a total of 
397 specialists in the United Way programs.
These meetings were attended by social 

VOLUNTEERING EVENTS



3130

LIVE UNITED

online activities with 26 children enrolled in 
the education program "Learn to succeed" 
organized by United Way Romania in 
Bucharest and Timiș. The children come 
from disadvantaged or low-income families, 
or are part of large families, with various 
medical problems, from single-parent 
families, with a high risk of dropping out of 
school or risking to repeat the school year.
The little ones listened to stories online, 
while middle school students found out what 
it means to work in a banking institution, 
what a day in the life of volunteers looks like 
at work, or what training is needed for this 
occupation. 

„MOTHERS STRONGER THAN GOOGLE" 
GIFTED BOOTS TO CHILDREN IN TIMIȘ
274 children from the education projects 
supported by United Way Romania in Timiș 
County welcomed Santa Claus with new 
boots. These were bought and sent by 
Mothers Stronger Than Google, a group of 
mothers and grandmothers dedicated to 
family and community, during the event "Gift 
a child with winter shoes, Timisoara!", which 
is part of the campaign conducted by Mirela 
Retegan. 

The children’s joy was great, as was the 
satisfaction of the mothers, knowing that 
this winter the children have warm shoes, 
provided with great love and care.

DINO FC CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
RENOVATION OF THE SCHOOL IN THE 1 
DECEMBRIE COMMUNE (ILFOV)
The support of our partners is essential for 
the communities we are helping, especially 
during the periods when distancing and 
hygiene rules do not allow us to carry out 
all activities we were organizing before the 
pandemic.
Dino FC contributed to the renovation of the 
school gym in the 1 Decembrie commune 
(Ilfov county). In addition to a repaired, clean 
and freshly painted room, children also enjoy 
the new facilities: sports mattresses, wall 
climbing bars and a new ping-pong table. 
Moreover, students now have a reading 
room, with a library, tables and a reading 
space.
In total, 819 children (624 in primary and 
secondary school and 195 in kindergarten) 
enjoy these new and clean spaces.
Dino FC is an unaffiliated amateur football 
club, with almost 100 full members.

UNITED WAY 2020 VIRTUAL GALA
In 2020, the United Way Romania Gala, an 
annual event that has become a tradition, 
marked the 15th edition, which, since 2005, 
rewards the efforts made by those involved 
in the projects of United Way Romania 
Foundation during the previous year.
The United Way Romania 2020 Gala was 
prepared in the smallest details for March 
16, 2020. For obvious reasons, it did not 
take place, but we replaced the scene of the 
annual event with messages published on 
the United Way website pages and social 
media pages, in order to acknowledge 
the efforts made by the partners who 
supported the foundation's programs in 
2019: companies, organizations, donors and 
volunteers who, through their work and acts 
of generosity, helped build a bridge of hope 
for the future we want. 
The Gala’s virtual album, published on our 
Facebook page, had an organic reach of 
over 13.500 people, over 1.500 reactions, 
comments and shares and 1.720 clicks.
The whole concept of the 2020 Gala was 
the bridge to the future, because, for the 
community and its members, the support 
provided by United Way is a bridge to a better 
future, a link between the less fortunate, who 
need support, and the people driven by the 
spirit of giving, of leaving something behind.
During this edition of the Gala, United Way 
Romania awarded prizes to total of 28 
companies and 40 major individual donors. 
Also, 3 organizations, 5 volunteers and 9 
teachers and specialists from the non-
profit sector were awarded. The winners 
were chosen from a total of over 260 
United Way partners: companies, non-profit 
organizations, institutions and authorities 

that support the work of United Way 
Romania, as well as from the more than 
1.568 volunteers who contributed with their 
time, knowledge and expertise to the United 
Way mission.
We thank the sponsors of the 2020 Gala, 
who have been by our side in the preparation 
of this event: Regina Maria Private Health 
Network, GSK, Kinstellar, DLA Piper, Asseco 
SEE, LCL Grup, Cheil-Centrade and Dacris.

MEDIA CAMPAIGN: WHEN YOU HELP 
OTHERS TO LEARN, YOU TEACH YOUR 
CHILD TO HELP
Starting from the idea that the pandemic 
has increased the risk of dropping out of 
school and families will be increasingly poor 
as a result of the effects of the health and 
economic crisis and because education is 
one of the most important focuses of United 
Way Romania, in autumn 2020 we started 
an extensive campaign to raise awareness 
and funds in relation to the school dropout 
phenomenon.
The campaign took place between October 
12th and December 31st, and was aimed 
primarily at parents in urban areas, with 

UNITED WAY EVENTS AND CAMPAIGNS
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average and above average incomes, for 
whom the education of children is a priority. 
Parents know that they are an example for 
their children and that their behavior will be 
passed down, so they are attentive to the 
choices they make. Therefore, the slogan 
was: When you help others to learn, you 
teach your child to help, encouraging the 
donation of 4 euros via SMS.

The concept, the commercial and the visuals 
were created pro-bono by Diud company, 
whom we thank for their support.

The 30 - second video commercial was 
broadcasted pro-bono by Pro TV, TVR and 
Prima TV, as well as on the social media 
channels of United Way Romania.

Because the central element of the campaign 
was the jar in which we collect lessons of 
kindness, we sent influencers jars drawn on 
by children from day centers supported by 
United Way and a customized letter, urging 
them to talk to their children and post on 
their social networks either a short video or 
a photo with them and their child / children, 
encouraging their followers to donate, with 
#lectiidebunatate.

Over 20 names joined the cause of the 
campaign, and we would like to thank 
them: Amalia Enache, Lavinia Petrea, Rareș 
Năstase, Andreea Marinescu, Diana Enache 
(Pro TV), Livia Graur (Prima TV), Dana Rogoz, 
Sore, Paul Ipate, Octavian Strunilă, Fady 
Chreih, Lili Sandu, Dragoș Bucur, Olimpia 
Melinte, Victoria Răileanu, Laura Gruia, 
Horia Ghibuțiu, Alex Damian, Mara Coman 
(Harper's Bazaar) and Bianca Potyesz.

The social media campaign had a wide echo, 
gathering a total of over 54.000 reactions on 
Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.

In this framework, together with Romanian 
United Fund we have developed, between 
October 17th and November 30th, a 

fundraising campaign, which lead to 50 
donors joining our cause.

Romanian United Fund is an organization of 
Romanians from the diaspora, which aims 
to support specific projects in Romania 
or in the Romanian community through 
donation campaigns. Knowing the potential 
of Romanians abroad to mobilize and help 
their compatriots, the organization founded 
in the USA supports, through fundraising 
campaigns, numerous projects implemented 
by non-profit organizations. We are happy to 
be partners on this path, to collaborate with 
an innovative entity, which encourages and 
finances the development of the Romanian 
diaspora and its connections with Romania.

LEGO: PIECES FOR SMILES
If you ask vulnerable children what they 
want for their birthday or from Santa Claus, 
many will say: a LEGO game! Most of them, 
even aged 9-10, have never played with a 
LEGO game, but have heard of it or seen 
it in other children. In 2020, the certified 
LEGO shops in our country, held the Pieces 
for Smiles campaign, the first Lego parts 
donation program in Romania, through 
which interested people could donate pieces 
in boxes especially designated, in stores 
in Bucharest, Cluj, Ploiesti, Brasov and 
Constanța, which were then sorted, sanitized 
and offered to children in day care centers 
supported by United Way Romania. 1.386 
kilograms of pieces reached the children in 
our programs. 

SOUNDSFOOD 2 - DJS COOKED FOR THE 
CHILDREN
The second edition of Soundsfood was held 
in February in the educational center in the 
Ferentari neighborhood. For the second time, 
renowned DJs cooked for disadvantaged 
children, who enjoyed both an original and 
tasty menu, and the electrifying presence of 

Chef Bogdan Alexandrescu, Loco Dice and 
Mahony.

DOCUMENTARIA.RO: SERIES OF 
REPORTS ABOUT THE ACTIVITY OF THE 
UNITED WAY ROMANIA CENTERS
The Nesting a Brighter Future for Children  
program is the subject of a series of 12 
reports published on the prestigious 
photojournalism platform Documentaria.
ro. The journalistic project is carried out 
from September 2020 to May 2021, during 
which period renowned journalists visited 
disadvantaged communities and captured 
cases of children enrolled in the education 
program. Thus, they have highlighted the fact 
that the program of United Way Romania, 
funded by the Globalworth Foundation, is 
changing the lives of children, their families 
and their communities for the better, with 
long-term benefits.

GIVING TUESDAY (NOW)
As the need for help was greater in the year of 
the pandemic, the Giving Tuesday fundraising 
initiative had two editions, in May and 
December. On May 5th we held a special Giving 
Tuesday Now edition. We joined once more 
the campaign developed by Giving Tuesday 
Romania and drew attention to the situation of 
elderly people – the category most vulnerable 
to Covid-19, who were living in an even greater 
isolation, and were in immediate need of food 
supplies, health products and medicines.
In December, we turned our efforts to issues 
related to children's education and we helped, 
through the Giving Tuesday campaign, children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds to have 
access to the internet: 100 lei equals 3 months 
of internet for a disadvantaged child. 

JUNE 1ST: PLAY IS NOT THE SAME FOR 
ALL CHILDREN!
Close to the International Children's Day, 
we held a fundraising campaign benefiting 

children, to draw attention to the real needs 
of families from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
Play is not the same for all children! was 
the title of the campaign that took place 
between May 30th and June 7th, through 
posts on the organization’s social media 
accounts. The renowned artist Analia Selis, 
the ambassador of this initiative, made an 
emotional video about cases of children in 
United Way Romania’s education programs, 
such as Darius who, during Children's Month, 
said that he wishes for "electricity, clothes, 
sneakers and notebooks”. We were also 
joined by the writer Irina Anca Mureșan, a 
volunteer in United Way Romania’s education 
program, who read a story live on our 
Facebook page.

DAY OF ACTION
Day of Action is an annual United Way 
volunteering event held in communities 
around the world, which takes place each 
year around June 21st - the longest day 
of the year - and advocates for the most 
important issues of local communities. 
In 2020, for the first time, Day of Action 
encouraged volunteers to support their 
communities remotely or virtually.

Day of Action was again synchronized with 
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Citi Global Community Day and enjoyed the 
participation of Citi Romania volunteers, 
whom we thank for their involvement 
in supporting disadvantaged children 
enrolled in United Way Romania's education 
programs. Between May 19th and June 26th, 
four Citi volunteers read children stories 
in the online medium, gifted children with 
educational kits (23 kits complete with 
books, school supplies, games, school bags 
and hygiene products) and made financial 
donations to the education programs.
The total social media reach of this event 
exceeds 11.000 people on 10 Facebook 
posts.

BUCHAREST INTERNATIONAL 
MARATHON 2020: THE VIRTUAL 
EDITION
Even during this difficult year, despite all 
the obstacles, the runners at the already 
traditional Bucharest International Marathon 
showed sportsmanship and attended this 
virtual event in large numbers. And, just as in 
the previous editions, United Way Romania 
was the charity partner of the largest street 
running event in Bucharest - extended 
throughout the country.
The virtual run took place between October 
11th and 25th, on any desired route in any 
town or city in the world, using a jogging 
application.
In total, 76 runners chose to support the 
cause of United Way Romania, 11 of them 
being employees of KPMG - whom we thank!

THE “ONE EDELWEISS FLOWER FOR A 
WARM LUNCH” CAMPAIGN 
The Hațegan Foundation from Timișoara 
organized, in 2020, the sixth edition of 
the “One Edelweiss Flower for a Warm 
Lunch” campaign, an edition adapted to 
the epidemiological context of the year, the 
donations being made through messages 

sent by a single SMS or following certain 
purchases at Deutsche Markt DM. The 
91.000 lei raised as a result of the campaign 
were turned into over 9.000 warm meals 
for 60 children from rural areas, enrolled in 
the United Way Romania Projects in Timiș 
County.   

THEY RAN FOR UNITED WAY IN 
TIMOTION
"Timotion - Timișoara moves", the largest 
charity running event in the western part of 
the country, organized by Alergotura and the 
Timișoara Community Foundation, has also 
adapted to the pandemic conditions, in the 
spirit of respect for everyone’s health and 
safety. 
Timotion VI took place between October 3rd 
and 11th. The races gave the participants 
the freedom to run or move as much as they 
wanted, within the two races organized, so 
that the runners could make their individual 
route, while observing the conditions of 
social distancing. 
United Way Romania was represented by 35 
volunteers and donors who ran and raised 
funds for United Way’s education project.

THE GLOBALWORTH CHRISTMAS 
CHARITY DAYS CARAVAN
Globalworth Christmas Charity Days, the 
traditional event held for seven years by 
Globalworth, was transformed in 2020 into 
a mobile caravan with the same name. Even 
though the pandemic prevented us all from 
being physically together, in December, 
before Christmas, the Globalworth 
Foundation reached the homes of 200 
children from disadvantaged backgrounds 
enrolled in United Way Romania educational 
program. "How did Santa know I like cars?" 
This is the Magic of Christmas!”, said Radu, 
a nine-year old boy, on the day he met the 
caravan.

THE ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE SOCIETY 
OF UNITED WAY ROMANIA
The Tocqueville Society acknowledges 
philanthropic leaders in all United Way 
communities. Membership is provided 
by offering an annual donation of at least 
10.000 dollars. At European level, the Alexis 
de Tocqueville Society has the largest 
number of members in France and is 
chaired by Jean-Guillaume de Tocqueville 
d'Hérouville, a descendant of Alexis de 
Tocqueville and a champion of philanthropy 
himself. Internationally, the Society was 
founded in 1984 and now has over 25.000 
members worldwide. Its aim is to increase 
the engagement of the most generous 
investors, to acknowledge and honor those 
concerned with the community, who have 

accepted a leading role in terms of financial 
contributions to United Way.
In Romania, the Alexis de Tocqueville Society 
was established in 2011, when Mr. Steven 
van Groningen made a personal donation of 
over 10.000 dollars.
Currently, the Tocqueville Society includes:
Steven van Groningen 
President and CEO, Raiffeisen Bank
Valeria Răcilă van Groningen 
President, Bucharest Running Club
Peter Weiss  
Board member, Aegean Baltic Bank
Marian Dinu 
DLA Piper Partner
Lidia Fați și Dan Fați 
Founding Partners Dacris

DONORS
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Ioana Hațegan 
Managing Partner, Hațegan Law Office
Andrei Pogonaru 
Partener, Central European Financial Services
Michael K. Hayde 
CEO Western National Group
Dan Ștefan 
Managing Partner, Autonom
Adrian Mihai 
Managing Partner, Fan Courier
Neculai Mihai 
Managing Partner, Fan Courier
Felix Pătrășcanu 
Managing Partner, Fan Courier
Prof. Radu R. Florescu & family
Vladimir Kalinov 
Vice President, Raiffeisen Bank
Horia Manda 
Managing Partner, Axxess Capital
Laura Khouri 
President Western National Group
Mariana Gheorghe 
Non-executive director, ING Group, 
Netherlands

Octavian Radu și Anca Radu 
Octra Holding
Jeff Sullivan și Roxana Sullivan 
Executive Director, Bellecapital International
Ramona Jurubiță 
Country Managing Partner, KPMG 
Romania&Moldova
Bogdan Ion 
Country Managing Partner, EY România and 
Moldova and Chief Operating Officer for EY 
Central Europe and South-East and Central 
Asia Region
Ioannis Papalekas 
Founder, Globalworth & Globalworth 
Foundation
Tocqueville members enjoy the following 
benefits:
	■ They receive information about our results 

in the community: regular notifications, 
newsletters and our annual report;

	■ They are acknowledged as top 
philanthropists, holding a place of 
honor among those that improve life 
in our communities through generous 
contributions. Membership is visible and 

Every year, we bring a change for the better 
in disadvantaged communities, and this 
is possible only through an integrated 
approach, involving non-profit organizations, 
private companies and public authorities, but 
also people concerned about the well-being 
of society. The success and sustainability 
of United Way projects is due to the unique 
way of responding to the challenges and we 
manage to produce the change we want only 
with the help of our partners.

In 2020 we collaborated with over 100 
companies, over 130 organizations, 
institutions and authorities, over 3.500 
individual donors and 37 major donors.

PLATINUM PARTNERS, CONTRIBUTIONS 
OVER 100.000 DOLLARS / YEAR:
Globalworth Foundation, Profi Rom Food, 
Raiffeisen Bank, 3M

acknowledged at events such as the Annual 
Gala or exclusive events dedicated to the 
members of the Society.

If you are interested in becoming a member 
of the Tocqueville Society, please contact us: 
Adriana Dobrea, Executive Director of United 
Way Romania adriana.dobrea@unitedway.ro.
For more information about United Way 
Romania’s Tocqueville Society:
https://www.unitedway.ro/wp-content/
uploads/2016/09/United-Way-Romania-
Alexis-de-Tocqueville-Society-brochure.pdf

DONORS AT LEADERSHIP LEVEL
Belonging to the leadership-level donor group 
refers to people who donate 1.000 dollars or 
more annually to the United Way cause.

Joining the MAJOR GIVING program does 
not only mean being a philanthropist, 
but being part of a group that cares, is 
responsible and has the desire, power and 

ability to shape the future and improve life in 
communities.
We thank our Leadership Givers in 2020: 
Bogdan Bibicu, Ileana Farmache, Alexandra 
Florea, Victor Geus, Cristina Grigorescu, 
Metchild Gollnick, Irina Kubinschi, Florin 
Lincaru, Felix Negoiță, Cristina Popescu, 
Cristian Ioan Popescu, Daniel Popescu, 
Adriana Stoica, Șerban și Daniela Toader, 
Monica Udrescu and a donor who wishes to 
remain anonymous.
Community change requires commitment 
and leadership. United Way Romania thanks 
the most generous of its collaborators, who 
become an example in today's Romania. 
Their contribution speaks about the vital 
importance of people who offer exceptional 
help in the community, thus encouraging a 
culture of donations in Romania.
For more information, download: United Way 
Leadership Brochure: 
https://www.unitedway.ro/wp-content/
uploads/2016/09/United-Way-Leadership-
brochure.pdf

PARTNERS
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GOLD PARTNERS, CONTRIBUTIONS 
OVER 50.000 DOLLARS / YEAR:
Pro TV, Velux Foundations.

SILVER PARTNERS, CONTRIBUTIONS 
OVER 25.000 DOLLARS / YEAR:
Citi, Lenovo, Metropolitan Life, Raiffeisen 
Asset Management, Regina Maria Private 
Health Network.

BRONZE PARTNERS, CONTRIBUTIONS 
OVER 10.000 DOLLARS / YEAR:
Asseco SEE, Atos, BNP Paribas, Castrol 
Lubricants, Colliers International, Cymatics, 
Dell Technology, Dino Social Club 
Association, DLA Piper, Franklin Templeton 
Investment, GlaxoSmithKline, Hațegan 
Foundation, Novaintermed
.

PARTNER COMPANIES, UP TO 10.000 
DOLLARS / YEAR:
Accenture Group, ACI Cluj, Affinity Transport, 
Solutions, Agricost, Agromark, Agromec, 
Allianz Țiriac Asigurări, Alprof, Areon Impex, 
Arobs Transilvania Software, Asociația 
Clubul Rotaract Timișoara, Asociația 
pentru Reformarea Sistemului de Impozite 
și Taxe, Asociația Prieteni pentru Autism, 
Aspet Intermed, B And B Collection, Benefit 
Systems, Brial Nav Construct, Brick Depot, 
Canopus Star, Centrade Integrated, Central 
Moreni, CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro 
Olswang, CN Administrația Porturilor 
Maritime SA Constanța, Construct Perom, 
Construcții Feroviare Drumuri Poduri, 
Continental Automotive Products, Cristian 
A.B.C., Danubius Exim, Deltatel, Dentons, 
DXC Technology, Electronic Arts, Elmont 
Construct, Ely Lilly Romania, Farmacia 
Ardealul, Fatum Grup, Fundația Comunitară 
Timișoara, Genpact Romania, Green Global 
Future, GroupM Media Operations, IBM 
Romania, IHM Total Consult, Kinstellar 
Grup, Komarom Trade Invest, KPMG Grup, 
LCL Grup, Mantzaris Europlas, Microchip 
Technology, Mordan Com, Nemo Investment 
Vehicle, Neotronix, Papillon Laboratoires, 
Pitech Plus, PPD Romania, Primatehnic 
Service, Puppet Labs, Raiffeisen Leasing 
IFN, RCI Leasing Romania IFN, Reflector 
Ventures, Rolmis, Romaqua Group, Ronera 
Rubber, Schneider Electric Romania, Selcar 
International, SIF Moldova, Sifee Action, 
Sika Romania, Sly Nutritia, Smart Service 
Solutions, Societatea Companii Hoteliere 
Grand, Sony Pictures, Sustainalytics, Terra 
Dent, TNT Romania, Toro, Ursus Breweries, 
Valsi Agroserv, Wave Division, Xerox 
Romania Echipamente și Servicii, YourCause, 
Zoom Invest.

EDUCATION
Fundația Joyo, Asociația Sfântul Arhidiacon 
Ștefan, Fundația Inocenți - Filiala București, 
Asociația Ana și Copiii, Fundația Providența, 
Asociația Lindenfeld - Ajungem Mari, 
Asociația Teach for Romania, Asociația 
Culturală pentru Teatru și Origami din 
România - A.C.T.O.R, Asociația Samusocial 
din România, Asociația Hercules, Asociația 
Valentina România, CS Aurora Băicoi 
(Prahova), Grădinița Specială Malteză-
Serviciul de Ajutor Maltez în România 
(SAMR, Cluj), Fundația Română pentru Copii, 
Comunitate și Familie (FRCCF), Fundația 
Dezvoltarea Popoarelor, Filiala Cluj, FDP - 
Protagoniști în educație, Societatea pentru 
Copii și Părinți (Timiș), Asociația Creștină 
For Help (Timiș), Asociația COPII (Timiș), 
Asociația TIMAR (Timiș), AidROM.

INTEGRATION
Organizația Umanitară Concordia, Asociația 
Touched România, ADPARE Asociația 
pentru Dezvoltarea Practicilor Alternative de 
Reintegrare și Educație, Fundația Timișoara 
’89 (Timiș), Asociația pentru Protejarea și 
Ajutorarea Handicapaților Neuro-Psihici 
(Cluj).

HEALTH
Fundația Crucea Alb-Galbenă, Asociația 
M.A.M.E, Asociatia P.A.V.E.L, Fundația Tineri 
pentru Tineri, Fundația Filantropia Timișoara 
(Timiș), Asociația Filantropică Medical 
Creștină Christiana (Cluj).

INSTITUTIONS AND AUTHORITIES
Over 60 schools in Bucharest, Cluj and 
Timisoara, Social and Medical Assistance 
Department - Cluj-Napoca, Social Assistance 
Department of Timisoara.

PRO-BONO PARTNERS 
Our programs and activities could not 
have the impact we all want without the 
contribution of companies and individuals. 
Thus, we thank them because, in 2020, they 
offered their pro-bono services and helped 
us to fulfill our mission.

COMPANIES (pro-bono products and 
services)
Accenture (furniture and monitors), ACI 
Universal Payments (laptops), ATOS IT 
Solutions and Services (laptops), Centrade-
Cheil (PR & Graphics), Class IT (IT support), 
Dacris (printing and protective masks), 
Deloitte (censor services), 

PARTNER NGOS

FOOTBALL CLUB
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DLA Piper (legal consulting services), DIUD 
(concept and production media campaign), 
E-DEA Works (website), FedEx (courier 
services), Flowerdipity (flowers and floral 
arrangements), GlaxoSmithKline Healthcare 
(toothpaste and toothbrushes), KPMG 
(accounting and payroll services), Naguma 
Medical Supply (protective masks), Office 
Depot (office space and office support in Cluj), 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (audit services), 
Pure Storage (website maintenance), Radisson 
(venue for the Annual Gala), Raiffeisen Bank 
(office space and full communication and 
logistical support for Bucharest office), Regina 
Maria (medical services and information and 
protection materials to combat Covid-19), 
Romanian Artists Agency (communication), 
Tuio (communication), Upswing (digital  
services - optimization).

MEDIA PARTNERS
Prima TV, TVR, Pro TV, Ringier România. 

PRIVATE PERSONS 
Chef Bogdan Alexandrescu aka Dexter, DJ 
Gojira, DJ Mahony, DJ Seth Troxler, Dragoș 
Bucur, Mara Coman, Alex Damian, Amalia 
Enache, Diana Enache, Horia Ghibuțiu, Livia 
Graur, Laura Gruia, Paul Ipate, Andreea 
Marinescu, Olimpia Melinte, Sore Mihalache, 
Rareș Năstase, Dana Rogoz, Lavinia Petrea, 
Victoria Răileanu, Lili Sandu, Analia Selis, 
Octavian Strunilă. 
Thank you all for your involvement!

In 2020, United Way Romania raised funds amounting to RON 8.114.490 to develop and support 
long-term programs and initiatives in Bucharest, Cluj and Timiș.
The financial information below is part of the financial statement for 2020, audited by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers.
The complete audit report is available on www.unitedway.ro

Revenue                   8.114.490 RON     %

Sponsorships companies 6.353.272 RON    78%

Individuals donations 1.501.459 RON  19%

Interest and other income 259.759 RON  3%

89%

78%

19%

3%

10%
1%The sponsorships from the companies represent funds that the companies have offered to 

support the mission of United Way Romania and its programs that promote education, socio-
economic integration and health.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
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Donations from individuals consist of salary donations from employees of partner companies, 
substantial donations from members of the Alexis de Tocqueville Society and Leadership 
Givers, who choose to make a significant contribution to our programs, on a personal level, but 
also donations received directly by bank transfer or online donations, donations from the 3.5% 
campaign or donations received through SMS or direct debit campaigns carried out by United 
Way Romania.
Interest and other income are generated from investments and related activities.
Program expenditures include grants from United Way Romania to local organizations 
implementing social projects, as well as financial support for community events.

Expenditure                    6.007.747 RON          %

Program expenses: 
grants, educational 
and social activities        

5.309.727 RON        89%

General and adminis-
trative expenses      

612.012 RON  10%

Non-operating 
expenses

86.009 RON  1%

89%

78%

19%

3%

10%
1%

General and administrative expenses include administrative, financial, legal, fundraising, human 
resources, IT and other services necessary for the proper functioning of the organization.
Non-operating expenses include membership fees and bank charges.
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United Way Romania team   
members in 2020: 

BUCHAREST
Executive Director
Adriana Dobrea
adriana.dobrea@unitedway.ro

Deputy Director
Marcela Borteanu
marcela.borteanu@unitedway.ro

Community Engagement Coordinator
Corina Dobă
corina.doba@unitedway.ro

Resource Development Manager
Ania Nedelcu
ania.nedelcu@unitedway.ro

Fundraising Coordinator
Sorina Velicu
sorina.velicu@unitedway.ro

Communication and Marketing Manager
Cristiana Constantinescu
cristiana.constantinescu@unitedway.ro

Financial and Administrative Coordinator
Roxana Dui
roxana.dui@unitedway.ro

TIMIȘOARA
Timişoara Office Manager
Ada Gabor
ada.gabor@unitedway.ro

Fundraising Coordinator Timişoara
Simona Alexa
simona.alexa@unitedway.ro

CLUJ 
Cluj Office Manager
Adela Lazăr
adela.lazar@unitedway.ro


